
TERRY AND HANS 
 

n September, 1953, whilst the ship was in New York, Terry was on a run ashore with a 

shipmate Ron (no other name available at this time) They were travelling on the subway 

and completely lost when they were offered assistance by a couple of New Yorkers.  

 

As is quite often the case with ‘Jack’ abroad they were invited for an ‘Up Homers’ and visited 

their new found friends, Hans and Margaret, at their home where it transpired their American 

friends were none other than the published author Hans Augustus. Rey and his wife Margaret. 

 

Hans was a German-born American illustrator and author, known best for the Curious George 

series of childrens' picture books that he and his wife Margret Rey created. Rey had an 

interest in astronomy which led to his desire to redraw constellation diagrams, which he found 

difficult to remember, so that they were more intuitive. This led to the 1952 publication of 

The Stars: A New Way to See Them.

 

 

For some time afterwards there were some letters

 

and 

 

Xmas cards exchanged. Terry who 

was intrigued by mathematics 

 

produced a ‘Time by the Stars’

 

grid tool which he sent back to 

Hans to accompany the book.

  

 

The following photographs tell the story and Terry wrote a brief account of this meeting in 

1975 and that Hans presented him with a signed copy of his book.
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THE ABOVE PHOTOGRAPH ILLUSTRATES TERRY'S INTEREST IN MATHEMATICS
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