
Captain William Hervey 

Just down the road from the home of the  Hyde Parkers, at Melford Hall of which family 

Edmund Hyde Parker captained the Superb during the Battle of Jutland is Ickworth the home 

of the Hervey family and it is to William Hervey I refer. 

The Hervey's produced several fine naval officers, some quite famous, but William, was 

infamous, very infamous ! 

Rock hard discipline was the main theme of the royal navy, and to be accused of being too rock-

hard, was not only extremely rare, but branded William Hervey as unique in his time - the 

only officer cashiered because he was a disciplinarian - perhaps over much.   

Captain Bligh, by comparison, was a 

lovely guy, done the dirty on by some 

of his disgruntled officers. 

 

William Hervey, third son of John, 

Lord Bristol, was born on Christmas 

Day, 1699 and went to Westminster 

school and then into the navy, and 

became a captain on June 2, 1727.  

 

In November 1729 he was married 

to Elizabeth, only child of Thomas  

and Elizabeth Ridge of Portsmouth, 

formerly of Kilmiston, Hants ; but 

she died the following July on the 

very day on which she gave birth to 

a daughter, Elizabeth.  

 

Lord Mulgrave, in his memoir of Augustus, Lord Bristol, speaks of William Hervey as having been 

one of the best seamen of his day.  

 

In January, 1776, he died.  

This information has been largely supplied by Godfrey Dykes 

 

Further information can be obtained from  LINK and HERE 

https://archive.org/stream/journalsofhonwil00inherv/journalsofhonwil00inherv_djvu.txt
https://threedecks.org/index.php?display_type=show_crewman&id=8425
http://www.godfreydykes.info/HOME_PAGE.html

